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sinners." Whereas the Douay Bible says — " Christ in 
yon the hope of glory." — Ep. to Coloss. i. 27. And 
again — " Christ Jesus, our hope." — 1st Ep. to Timothy 
i. 1. But not one word in the Douay Bible of Mary 
being our hope. 

Again, St. Alphonso puts this title to chapter 6, sec- 
tion 3 — " Mary is the peacemaker of sinners with God." 
Whereas the Douay Bible says — " We have peace with 
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.'' — Rom. v. 1. 
And — " He is our peace." — Eph. ii. 14. But not one 
word in tbe Douay Bible about Mary being the peace- 
maker of sinners with God. This will give a fair idea 
of this book — "The Glories of Mary;" which all true 
Catholics, who read the Douay Bible, will acknowledge 
to be a fearful book for the Church of Rome to make 
herself answerable for; and to allow to be circulated 
unrestrained among her people. 



CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 
The following letter, to the editor of Saunders' 
News-letter, appears to us to disclose a mode of in- 
terference with the rights and liberties of the laityi 
which all layman, of whatever creed, are bound to dis- 
countenance and expose. How long is such tyranny 
tamely to be submitted to by Irish freemen ? — 

" March 30, 1852. 
" Sir — May I claim the privilege of stating, through 
the medium of your respected journal, some circum- 
stances with reference to a subject, at which, as a rate- 
payer and a Roman Catholic, I feel myself aggrieved. 
On a very recent occasion there was an election ior poor- 
law guardians in this union (Tipperary), and, as it ap- 
pears, there have been abuses not corrected by the 
guardians who represented us last year, the ratepayers 
resolved to, if possible, return two respectable men 
(both Roman Catholics) to represent this and an ad- 
joining district for the ensuing year, who were in the 
usual manner nominated. However, as there is no 
toleration, either in temporal or spiritual matters, 
allowed by the priests of the Roman Catholic Church, 
as I will fully demonstrate to you, four of those gentle- 
men not only cautioned their congregations on Sunday, 
from their altars, not to vote for the two independent 
Roman Catholics alluded to, but they went forward to 
canvass for the men of their choice, and in the teeth of 
the law called at the several houses of the ratepayers, 
and actually signed the voting payers for their repre- 
sentatives. This can, if necessary, be proved upon oath. 
I am happy - , however, to say, that in some instances they 
met with the most decided opposition. Surely, conduct 
such as I have represented cannot, in the nineteenth 
century, be tolerated. You will very naturally ask, 
why have the priests interfered in selecting guar- 
dians and adopting this unlawful course? Simply, 
because there is in this district a most efficient medical 
gentleman, very nearly connected with the candidates 
before referred to, who, some time ago, renounced the 
Roman Catholic religion, and, in order that there should 
be no friend or connection of his a poor-law guardian, 
the priests adopted this tyrannical course. I must men- 
tion, sir, the board of guardians have, up to this time, 
used every stratagem, if possible, to deprive this gentle- 
man of any share under the Medical Charities' Act, and 
now the priests want to elect their political and reli- 
gious slaves, for the purpose of more fully carrying out 
their views of charity, to frustrate everything that is 
good, and to trample under foot civil" and religious 
liberty. Yes, sir, those gentlemen have gone the lengths 
of cautioning their congregations on Sunday from their 
altars not to professionally employ this gentleman, 
threatening us with the extinction of our liberties and 
of our very existence, if we disobey their mandates. I 
wish to ask you, sir, is this the boasted libertv so often 
made nse of by the demagogues who infect this beautiful 
country? Is this the toleration which the Roman 
Catholic clergy claim for themselves ? Is this the peace 
and good will which lias been instilled into the minds of 
those men educated at a college which the llritish Con- 
stitution supports ? If so, the sooner there is an out- 
burst indignation against such absolute tvrannv the 
better, of Trusting you will, for freedom's sake, give in- 
sertion to those few observations, 
" I remain, sir, 

" A Tipperary Farmer. 
" [This letter is authenticated.— En. S. N. L.]" 



disgust as we do ourselves at such a course of 
proceeding: — 

" At the Mayo assizes, John Syngian Bridgman, 
otherwise John St. John, otherwise Brother John, a 
monk of the order of St. Francis, stood indicted ' for 
that he, not having the fear of God before his eyes, but 
contriving and intending to scandalize and vilify the 
true Protestant religion, as by law established within 
these realms, and to blaspheme the holy Gospel of God 
and of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, did, on the 
23rd day of November, in the 15th of the Queen, at 
the parish of Ballyovey, unlawfully, wickedly, and 
blasphemously, in the presence of divers liege subjects 
of our Queen, set fire to, and partly consumed by fire, a 
copy of the Holy Gospel of God, being the authorized 
version thereof, appointed to be read in churches, called 
the New Testament ; and then and there, holding in 
his hand the said New Testament, wickedly and blas- 
phemously, in the presence and hearing of divers liege 
subjects, then and there pronounced and spoke with a 
loud voice, and published of, and concerning said New 
Testament, as aforesaid, these profane and most blas- 
phemous words — that is to say, that ' It,' meaning the 
New Testament, ' is not the Word of God, but the 
word of the devil — and the devil's book — Luther's Bible 
— or your heretic Bible,' to the great dishonour of Al- 
mighty God, and in contempt of the Protestant religion, 
and to the great scandal of the profession thereof, and 
against peace,' &c. The witness having been heard 
in support of the charge, Mr. Keogh addressed the jury 
on behalf of the prisoner. 

'• Baron Lefroy (now Chief Justice) charged the jury. 
He said — I am anxious that this case should be confined 
within the limits required by the law, and shall state to 
you what that law is. It is for you to say whether those 
chnrges have been proved or not, and whether you are 
satisfied that he said he was not hurning the Word of 
God, hut the word of the devil, and whether the words 
were applied to the authorized version of the Holy 
Scriptures ; and whether the burning of that book is 
consistent with the reverence due to that version of the 
Scriptures authorized by the law of the land. In this 
case he is indicted for burning the authorized version ; 
but the offence is equally applicable to any other version 
of the Scriptures, whether it be the Douay Bible or the 
Rhemish Testament; and the words used would be 
blasphemous against either version, or showing a want 
of reverence for the Scriptures, because it is not the 
version of the Scriptures which will warrant the com- 
mission of such an offence. It is not because fallible 
men cannot agree upon a translation of a portion of the 
Scriptures that they are to be treated with this want of 
reverence — that because it is not a particular translation 
it shall be treated with such vilification. Is it to be 
held, that when the law of the land sanctions a certain 
version, and calls it the authorized version — is it to be said 
that any man, be his opinions what they may, shall 
pour contempt on it, and thus be guilty of a violation 
of the law ? Is he to be at liberty to throw that book 
into the fire, and say that he shall vilify that book 
which the law has sanctioned? It has been said to you 
that this act must be done with intent, and on that 
the law is clear ; every man is presumed to understand 
the consequences of his own acts. If a man can throw 
a biK.k into the fire, whether it be a Douay Bible or the 
authorized version, and if you believe that he did not 
intend any contempt, then you should acquit him ; but 
if yoi believe that he did burn the book and make use 
of the language, it will be your duty to find him guilty. 

" The jury retired^ and, after half an hour's delibera- 
tion, returned a verdict of guilty. Immediately on the 
clerk of the crown reading the verdict, Mr. Blake, 
j crown prosecutor, said to his lordship, that the crown 
i did not wish to press for any punishment in this case, the 
j object of the prosecutors being to put a stop to such 
i acts. The learned baron was very glad to hear council 
! for the crown say so, and trusted there would be no 
further acts of this kind perpetrated, and, after a brief 



The clergy' and monks have to deal with this nuisance 
as well as they can ; and as to too many of their flocks 
the worldly temptation is, in a human sense, overpower- 
ing, it becomes necessary for them' to rouse up a' strong 
popular feeling against these diabolical intruders, an* 
make it appear, what it is, infamous for any Catholic to 
salute them or hid them God speed. 

" One of the tricks of the seducers is with a book which 
they call the Bible — an heretical work, issued by here- 
tical authorities, condemned by the Church, and no more 
the Word of God than the Koran is the Word of God's 
we mean, of course, the treatise upon which Catholic wit- 
nesses and jurors are sworn in courts of justice. The pre- 
tence is, that this book is the Word of God, and when to 
these poor people — (many of whom are quite as- ignorant 
as the assistant-barrister of Kilkenny) — what they sup- 
pose to be the Word of God, is brought to them by the 
canting varlets who seek to entrap them, the veneration 
for the supposed holiness of the book becomes, or may 
become, a step to further mischief. It is necessary, 
therefore, and a duty for the clergy to root out this pre- 
judice, and to convince the people that what the Bible 
readers distribute with their soup is not a holy book, 
but an heretical book; and they would fail grievously 
in their duty if they did not take some means to 
this end. 

" The means taken at Ballinrobe, it seems, were to 
burn the heretical volume, and for this act the monk 
who officiated in the auto da ft was summoned by the 
Scripture readers before the magistrates to answer 
two charges — first, that of ' burning a copy of the New 
Testament ;' secondly, that of ' profanely scoffing at the 
Holy Scriptures.' Now, we really don't want to have. 
these .questions of mutual annoyance discussed in the 
Tablet, if the Scripture readers would give us leave to 
be silent upon them ; but we must say that if ' Brother 
John,' the defendant in that suit, was guilty of an of- 
fence, the present writer is equally an offender. He has 
burned a Protestant Bible, and is prepared to burn a 
thousand more if he can gratify his taste economically, 
and he heartily wishes that the whole seed, breed, and 
generation of them was extirpated, except, perhaps, a 
stray copy in a collector's library, as you sometimes 
find a copy of Jacob Boehmen's narrative of the spiritual 
illumination that fell upon him from the reflection of 
the sun upon a pewter plate. If an old volume of the 
Protestant Bible took its place beside Jacob's aforesaid 
folio, we would not quarrel with it ; but in the present 
state of the book market, we decidedly consider it, and 
are prepared to deal with, in all proper ways, as an ob- 
jectionable book. 

" Having — as we fancy — set an example to ' Brother 
John' in this particular, we are quite ready to follow his 
example in another, and to do what the Ballinrobe 
magistrates call ' profanely scoffing at the Holy Scrip- 
tures.' If the Bible readers and other people of that 
demoralized though respectable class respect the consci- 
ences of the poor, it is not either our wish or our taste 
to speak offensively of what any other man reverences. 
But, when a bribing Bible reader brings ' Brother John' 
to the sessions — and the magistrates, espousing the 
quarrel, send 'Brother John' to the assizes, for pro- 
tecting the faith of the poor, we beg leave perfectly to 
associate ourselves with 'Brother John' in this parti- 
cular ; to scoff at the book which he scoffed at, and to 
pronounce it — what it is — not the Book of God : not the 
Holy Scriptures ; but a book put toe/ether and there cir- 
culated bv some of the most active friends and servants 
of the fire King ; in other words, ' the book of the 
devil.' We say this as ' Brother John' ss id it, not to 
insult any one, but to impress on the minds of some 
ignorant readers a fact it is desirable they should re- 
member, and to confirm and uphold ' Brother John' in his. 
laudable endeavours to teach the truth to the poor.'' 

As we have, from the first, determined not to 
allow ourselves to be led away into polemic strife 
from the important object of calm and candid 
examination of those religious differences which 



BIBLE BURNING. 
We are so little disposed to impute the errors or 
misconduct of individuals to the class of which 
they are members, that we should not notice the 
following cast;, even though the subject of a 
criminal conviction in a court of justice, but from 
the manner in which the act has subsequently 
been defended, and even applauded, by a portion 
of the public press, to which we cannot avoid 
calling the attention of our readers, though con- 
vinced that many of them will feel as much 



address to the prisoner, concluded bv pronouncing the , . . , i . c ..,.,.,•,...« 

following sentence :-' To give bail, himself in £2uf and ! ulstract our country, by any amount of pov oca- 
two sureties in £10 each, to keep the peace and good I tion, we shall abstain from making a single com- 
1 behavi'nr of all her Majesty's subjects for seven years, | ment upon the above spirited expression of 
and to come up for judgment when called upon, getting j determination to set the law at defiance, and 
ten days' notice. " | encourage tbe burning of all versions but the 

j We cannot help considering this sentence a j Douay. We entertain, however, a strong opinion, 
> mild one ; but should have anticipated that it j that so long as the Douay Bible remains un- 
\ would have put a stop to any repetition of similar \ burned, and the people have the heart and 
| conduct, had not the following comment upon it j courage to read it, enough will remain to enable 
appeared in a leading article of the Tablet : — our readers to understand and judge of our views 
; " The scene to which we refer is a case of Bible- i and arguments ; especially as we arc ourselves 
burning; and really if we had wanted an illustration of j j n the habit of constantly quoting that version. 
the gross enormity of our present system of swearing ! j d • however we are f ar from wishing to 

on the Protestant Scriptures, we should find it in this ; , . , ■ ■ , • t-v .l 

very case. I convey the idea, that we consider the Douay the 

" Our readers know the tactics of the Bible readers in ! most accurate translation ; and we shall have oc- 
these western towns ; how they force their way into the ' casion hereafter to show our readers, that each 
houses of the peasantry, insult them by presents of ' guccessive edition of the Douay Testament has 
heretical books and pamphlets, tempt them in every • . , , , • J „, ., 

possible way to barter poverty for heresy, and to sell approached closer and closer to the authonzea 
their religion for a mess of pottage or a joint of meat. Church of England version — thereby acknow- 



